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CRITICAL? 


Frequent changes in administration... 
poor economy... not enough doctors... not 
enough patients... controversy on the 
hospital board... it's no wonder Southern 
Inyo Hospital has had a tough time. And 
it's equally obvious why rumors persist 
that the hospital is in critical condition. 

Administrator, Otis Cl asby, who declined 
to be photographed, says that the hospital 
situation is "not much different from last 
year." He said that more doctors are need¬ 
ed to attract more patients. Clasby esti¬ 
mates that the hospital census amounts to 
an average 28%. That's low, <but then small 
hospitals everywhere have a similar problem. 
Medi-Cal has cut back on payments and Clas¬ 
by believes that such cuts and the economy 
in general cause "a lot of,people to not 
take care of their medical problems." 

That means the hospital loses money too. 

The reality of hospital business, cynical 
as it may seem, depends on people getting 
sick or injured and paying for care. 

As this year's grand jury report point¬ 
ed out, patient census has declined steadi¬ 
ly in recent years. That means a loss of 


revenue and the need to cut back on per¬ 
sonnel costs. In June a memo circulated 
at Southern Inyo Hospital. The subject - 
"personnel cut-backs". The memo, signed 
by Administrator Clasby, says that "all 
management salaries including the Admini¬ 
strator will be reduced one day per week. 
Others will be reduced one day per week. 

All employees will be on a four-day work 
week wherever possible." 

The memo goes on to say that "no comp 
time or overtime will be paid, except call- 
oack overtime that is charged to patients. 

No other benefits will accrue after 6-30-84. 
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All benefits will stop except health and 
dental insurance, life and retirement." 

It was a disappointing message that 
also called for careful use of paid day's 
off and an end to shift differential pay 
during a six month period. The Administra¬ 
tor wrote that the estimated monthly payroll 
reduction will be $21,275. It's apparently 


said, "but not enough to operate a 3 mil¬ 
lion dollar facility. Our residents are 
retired and on fixed income. We have a 
small tax base." Clasby also believes that 
a new bill proposed by Howard Jarvis will 
spell the end of County Hospital districts 
by restricting growth of those districts. 

But meanwhile, rumors persist that 



Southern Inyo Hos¬ 
pital fails to han¬ 
dle trauma cases, 
surgery and other 
needs. Clasby said 
that there is "not 
a lot of major sur¬ 
gery going on." 

But he said surgery 
does occur, and the 
Hospital is looking 
for another surgeon 
Clasby said that a 
Mammoth physician 
does visit Southern 
Inyo Hospital on a 
regular basis and 
performs orthopedic 
surgery. As for 
those skeptical of 


Southern Inyo Hospital in Lone Pine 


care for trauma vic- 


an immediate method to keep things going. 
The memo shook up more than a few and the 
rumors began to fly in Lone Pine that the 
Hospital might shut it's doors in December. 
Administrator Clasby says that's not true. 
He did say that the low hospital census 
has resulted in cutting hours of workers: 
:i We staff by census. If there are low 
census days, some employees are not called 
in. If the census picks up, we will have 
to hire more nurses." But what are the 
chances of an improved census? Clasby re¬ 
vealed that he and others are looking for 
"alternative programs to attract patients." 
He declined to say just what plans lie in 
the future, but he did say that the alter¬ 
native birth center has attracted 72 expec¬ 
tant mothers. The center provides facili¬ 
ties for natural child birth, and Clasby 
says the cost is about $1,000 less than 
most hospitals. But still, many more pa¬ 
tients are needed. In the past, 40-45% of 
those who get care at Southern Inyo Hospi¬ 
tal have come from Ridgecrest. Now it's 
about 30%. The key is having more doctors 
in Lone Pine to bring in the patients. 

Since 1973, according to Clasby, South¬ 
ern Inyo Hospital has "had to survive on 
patient revenue. We get tax money," he 


tims, Clasby said that during the spring 
dust storms. Southern Inyo Hospital handled 
18 patients injured on the highway when 
they were hit with a wall of dust. Others 
say that only limited surgery is taking 
place at Southern Inyo. 

There is one man who says he will look 
into exactly what is happening at the Hosp¬ 
ital. He's a veteran administrator with a 
critical eye - John K. Smith. He was re¬ 
cently appointed to fill the vacancy on the 
Hospital Board left by Bruce Ivey. For 
more than 30 years Smith held the County 
Administrator's job at the Courthouse. He 
has been enjoying retirement and his cattle 
herds. But the voice of politics called 
on him in the form of a number of people 
who leaned on him to take the Hospital 
Board seat. Smith says he really doesn't 
want to run for the seat in November. He's 
hoping someone will file. "But if I'm 
pressured enough," said Smith, "I have 
enough feeling for the community to help." 
Privately, many close to the Hospital say 
the Board needs someone like Smith to keep 
an eye on things. In fact, the Hospital 
Board membership has changed considerably 
in the last year. Jack Stuckey retired and 
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(continued from p,2) 
an appointment was pending to fill his 
seat. Other members are Mrs. Paul Skinner, 
A1 Dufault, Ethel Messer, and John Smith. 



Hospital Board Member John K. Smith 

Smith said he has heard many rumors 
about cutbacks and problems at the Hospi¬ 
tal, but he said he will personally look 
into these things before passing judgement. 

No one denied that Southern Inyo Hospi¬ 
tal has hit hard times, and most believe 
it's time for intensive care if the small 
Southern Inyo facility is to survive and 
prevai1. 

News-Letter welcomes comments from hos- 
pital officials, workers, and community 
members concerned about the facility 
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AIR FORCE 

The Air Force... always in search of 
good men to serve their country... is now 
in search of women too. In fact, local 
recruiter. Sergeant Bill Henneberger says 
female recruits seem to have excellent qual¬ 
ifications for military service. 

Henneberger visits the Eastern Sierra 
every few months. In the last three months 
ne has recruited 8 local teens for mili¬ 
tary service. One of them was a female. 

The Sergeant says he has been impressed 
by the majority of female enlistees. He 
says they are very logical, confident, and 
willing to do the work to succeed in the 
military. Sergeant Henneberger said that 
many male recruits seem to want guarantees 
that they will have security and success. 

Aside from the differences in the sexes, 
Henneberger also said that in recent years 
60% of high school graduates have trouble 
passing the Air Force test which is based 
on a sixth grade reading level. 

If you are interested in the Air Force, 
you can call 805-948-8227. 

BENBR00K TAKES ON DWP 

Some say the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power is a formidable foe... but 
Clarence Benbrook of Cartago is taking them 
on. News-Letter columnist Benbrook also 
owns a service station in Cartago. And now, 
he has filed a claim in Small Claims Court 
against the DWP. 


COOL OFF! 


With cool, natural fruit juices or some 
delicious ice cream from our freezer. 


Visit our juice and sandwich bar. 

SMOOTHIES, SHAKES, SANDWICHES, 
SOUP, QUICHE, AND SALAD 


- THE HEALTHY PLACE TO EAT - 

872-5571 192 W. Line Bishop 


Benbrook said in past months a wire 

came loose from one of DWP's facilities, 
sending too much power through three of his 
gas pumps. Benbrook said that the exces¬ 
sive power burned out several motors in his 
pumps. A man from DWP admitted that the 
Departments's malfunctioning wiring caused 
the problem and Benbrook had it fixed then 
sent in a claim to DWP. That was more than 
3 months ago. He says DWP has never re¬ 
sponded . 

So Ben decided to take action. The 
Cartago man says he wants DWP to pay him 
the $1500 it has cost to repair his damaged 
equipment. He's still waiting for someone 
from DWP to call, but if they don't he'll 
head to Court where the claim is waiting. 

PUMPS GOING OUT 

In the small community of Olancha, a 
number of ranches, homes, and even the fire 
department get their water from private 
wells and pumps. That's why many are alarm¬ 
ed by the fact that more than half a dozen 
pumps have gone out in recent days. 

We received calls from Olancha saying 
that the water supply for a local store, 
restaurant, the fire department. Cabin Bar 
Ranch, and several others was cut off when 

(continued on p.5) 
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(continued from p.4) 
pumps suddenly stopped working. 

One caller said she believed the pumps 
went out because of power surges in the 
Department of Water and Power system in 
Olancha, We were unable to find anyone in 
DWP to respond to that. 

In addition to pumps going out, some 
said that a few televisions were also 
burned out. 

One woman told us that DWP denied any 
responsibility for the problems in Olancha. 

SHAKE-UP IN WELFARE 

When someone gets fired at the Inyo 
County Courthouse, aftershocks usually 
shake things up for weeks after. News of 
the firing of Monte Clifford and Nona Hollo¬ 
way shock up a number of workers and raised 
questions about why Welfare Director Connie 
Bennett took such harsh action. 

Ms. Bennett and County Counsel Dennis 
Myers refuse to say anything about it. 
Clifford and Holloway will apparently fight 
the firing. They had both worked harmo¬ 
niously under previous Welfare Director, 
Norm Paulson. But apparently some problems 
had developed in recent months. Clifford 
and Holloway dealt with a sensitive area 
of life - child abuse and 
other social problems. At 
any given time, the two of 
them handled 30 to 40 cases. 

It's unknown what the impact 
of their firings will do to 
these cases. 

Clifford said that he 
and Ms. Holloway were fired 
because of "allegations of 
insubordination, willful dis¬ 
obedience, discourteous 
treatment of others and dis¬ 
crediting the Welfare Depart¬ 
ment and Director." Clifford 
said these allegations are 
false. He declined to re¬ 
veal mere detail because he 
said it might "hurt innocent 
people." 

Courthouse sources close 
to the situation indicate 
that there was some kind of 
ongoing dispute between 
Connie Bennett and workers 
in Child Protective Services. 

Courthouse lawyers are try¬ 
ing to keep a lid on speci¬ 
fics as they brace for a 
fight. ^ 


BACK ON THE ROAD 

He's back on the road again... driving 
his truck up and down highway 395. The biq 
difference now - Glenn Reeves' wife, Barbara, 
is no longer on the road with him. 

"Sometimes it seems like she's still 
out there driving." Glenn and Barbara's 
two sons are still getting over the tragedy 
of her death. It was a typical, truck-driv¬ 
ing day for 29 year old Barbara Reeves. 

But the monotony of the highway must have 
gotten to her as she neared home after a 
long trip to Los Angeles for a load of gas¬ 
oline. 

Another trucker saw Barbara weaving on 
the road. He grabbed his CB radio micro¬ 
phone and called to her, but there was no 
answer. She lost control... her gasoline 
filled tanker exploded. The charred high¬ 
way and brush south of Big Pine are daily 
reminders for travellers on 395, including 
Glenn Reeves. “I have to drive by there 
twice a day," he said. Glenn stayed out 
of his truck for a couple cf weeks after 
Barbara died. 

Now he says it feels good to get back 
in his truck... but it still makes him 
think of Barbara. They weren't always home 

(continued on p.6) 
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5 y r. old son, Michael, with truck 
driving mom - Barbara Reeves 


together, but Glenn and Barbara often made 
plans to meet for a cup of coffee somewhere 
along the highway as they drove their sepa¬ 
rate rigs. Now.,, the miles are lonelier 
for Glenn, 

He and Barbara had met while they were 
both driving in Salt Lake City, Utah, four 
years ago. They had a lot to share, 

Glenn said his last good-bye to Barbara 
when he scattered her ashes at South Lake 
early one morning. To Barbara, South Lake 
was beautiful,., to many, Barbara was too. 

DWP AND THE LOCAL MUSEUM 

DWP propaganda at the Eastern California 
Museum? Privately, many say that is what 
some want to do with that County facility. 

Reports indicate that Mary V. Phillips, 


wife of one of DWP's past top officials, 

Bob Phillips, is actively recruiting mem¬ 
bers for what she calls a 'Friends of the 
Museum 1 group. Those who have talked with 
her say Ms. Phillips wants to set up a prom¬ 
inent display on DWP at the museum. There 
are concerns that her view of DWP will be 
much less than critical. 

A 'Friends of the Museum' group already 
exists... a group with paying members. But 
Ms. Phillips apparently wants a new group, 

Dave Epley, present Museum attendant, 
has also talked about a DWP display. Epley 
came out in favor of the DWP agreement dur¬ 
ing a time of intense public criticism of 
that document, Epley supposedly has no 
authority to institute his wish for a DWP 
exhibit. 

Meanwhile, a man who writes books about 
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Mono County, George Williams, took shots at 
Museum Board member, Mary Dedecker. Ms. 
Dedecker suspects there is more to the at¬ 
tack than meets the eye. Williams has 
threatened to sue Inyo County and Ms. De¬ 
decker unless she agrees to sell all 
of his books at the Museum, instead 
of just one that they currently sell. 

Funny thing is... the decision to 
sell just one of Williams' books was 
not an arbitrary decision by Dedeck¬ 
er. It was backed up by the Museum 
Board and County Administrator - due 
to a lack of space and because the 
bocks are about Mono County. "I 
think I know who is behind this," 

Dedecker told us. For now... that's 
all she wants to say. 

It is clear that something is 
going on behind the scenes. Some 
say there are those who want to dis¬ 
mantle the Museum Board. That's the 
board of volunteers who have overseen 
Museum operations at the request of 
the Supervisors. 

If someone wants to highlight 
DWP at the Museum, they may feel 
threatened by Mary Dedecker. She's 
a woman who has watched the Valley 


for many years and has spoken out strongly 
against DWP's policies here. 

DWP issues seem to crop up everywhere., 
even at the County's own Museum. ■ 


KAYPROII. 

YOUR COMPUTER DECISION. 


A Kaypro II comes off our shelf 
tor $12:95. complete. So you 
don't have to decide what hard¬ 
ware you need. It's complete on 
a Kaypro II. 

And you don’t have to 
decide what business applications 
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To see how one computer 
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you, come in today tor a complete 
Kaypro II demonstration. 
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"Sure, there is fear, for without fear 
you don't survive. When you're gliding 
you're on your own and must make many 
decisions. You have to rely on yourself, 
especially here, for there's no one around 
if you get in trouble. You learn to stay 
near roads so that if something does 
happen you won't be far from a pick-up." 

So states Rainer Scholl, a mechanical 
engineer from Pforzheim, West 
Germany. He spent a lot of 
money to come to the United 
States, especially to fly Owens 
Valley. This is the only area 
he's flown in America, coming 
the first time because Owen's 
Valley is famous the world over 
for its' flying conditions. 

Why does he fly? "It's an en¬ 
lightened feeling," says Rainer, 

"...kind of a meditation." It's 
hard physically, but the body 
gets used to it and you reach 
a point where you know a level 
of perfection. That's what 
you're striving for," exclaims 
Rainer, "to know that you're 
doing things right and are as 
.close to perfect as possible." 

Rick Masters of Independence 


is a determined promoter of the 
sport here in the Valley. He 
helped create an organization. 

Cross Country Pilots Association, 
who organized and did the ground¬ 
work for this years' Owens Val¬ 
ley Classic, a contest bringing 
fliers from all over the world 
to compete. They came to town 
a few weeks to show themselves 
and others they were the best. *. 

These pilots were specially 
selected for past performances 
and only the most skilled were 
chosen as the difficulty and 
treacherousness of the mountains 
is not conducive to a beginner 
in the sport. One must be adept 
at handling the glider under 
difficult conditions for the 
winds are strong and can take 
the inexperienced pilot crashing 
to unforgiving rocks. 

Rainer Scholl came and par¬ 
ticipated in the Classic. He 
was disappointed in his perform¬ 
ance this year (finishing 13th) 
but still feels the trip over 
was worth it. It's an exhaust¬ 
ing 10 days of competition and endurance is 
a key in order to perform well. Rainer 
exclaimed that he was not well prepared and 
got sick the first day out because of the 
high altitude reached over the mountains. 

He had to sit out a day but came back and 
felt he flew very well the last few days of 
competition. 

"I'm ready now," says Rainer as he pre- 
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Rainer Scholl of West Germany 


pares to stay around 3 or 4 more weeks to 
see if he can set any distance records fly¬ 
ing from a launch site off of Horseshoe 
Meadows road. He doesn't believe the cur¬ 
rent state of the art glider is capable of 
flying 300 miles (the next milestone in the 
sport), but with new technology and design 
improvements, he sees pilots flying 500 
miles the next few years. "There'll be 
some dynamic changes in glider construction, 
allowing for longer distances," says Rainer. 
He even has his own ideas for the design of 
gliders and with his engineering background 
could very well build his own glider in the 
future. (Rainer set a distance to goal 
record in '82 being one of the first to 
fly over 100 miles.) 

Asked if he thought new dist¬ 
ance records would be set from the 
Owens Valley, Rainer said "maybe" 
but also felt South Africa or New 
Zealand could also be good sites 
because of the flats lands there. 

"The mountains are an advantage 
and a disadvantage in going long 
distances," remarked Rainer. "The 
winds created are advantagous but 
the unpredictability of those winds 
can be a major hindrance." 

The current record of 221 miles 
was set from the Valley last year 
and Rainer thinks that if condi¬ 
tions are right, that distance 
could be equaled. (Larry Tudor 
who set that mark was the winner 
of this year's Classic.) 


Rainer is married and has an 18 month 
old baby girl, both his wife and girl stay¬ 
ing in Germany while he flies. He's long 
been interested in flight and sees hang 
gliding as an art form to experience, having 
come a long way and very quickly the past 
few years. 

Gliding is also a challenge and Rainer 
and about 40 others gathered in Independence 
to test their skills and gather new know¬ 
ledge from some of the best pilots in the 
world. Several of the participants said 
that learning from the best is a great 
benefit from competition of this sort. And 
Independence was happy to host it all.« 

















rONE • BAIL BONDSMAN^ 


Flashing red lights. Handcuffs. A caged 
seat in the back of a patrol car. Booking 
slips. The cell door slams. Welcome to 
Independence. 

It's three o'clock in the morning and 
you've just been thrown in jail. 

Emotions may run from anger and fear 
to disbelief and utter panic. Whatever the 
feelings, you need help. And at that hour, 
it's tough to find a lawyer. Maybe your 
best friend isn't feeling so friendly right 
now. But no matter what time of night or 
day there is someone out there who is ready 
to ride to your rescue - for a price. He's 
called a bail bondsman. 

The life of a bail bondsman is not for 
the meek of spirit. It can entail ridicu¬ 
lous hours, financial risk and sometimes 
even personal danger. Which may go a long 
way toward explaining why in all of Inyo 
and Mono Counties there is only one li¬ 
censed bail bondsman. He's Chuck Hamilton 
of Buckaroo Bail Bonds in Bishop. 

Like many other Eastern Sierrans, Hamil¬ 
ton works more than one job to make ends 
meet. A lanky, easy-going truck driver by 
day, he also peddles real estate and attends 
classes to finish up his college degree. 
Somewhere amid all that activity - usually 
in the wee hours - Hamilton also bails peo¬ 
ple out of jail. 

"If I was single, I could make a living 
at it," Hamilton says of his bondsman work. 
"But you can't support a family on the mon¬ 
ey in this area. I grossed about $20,000 
in the bail business last year but out of 
that came a lot of expenses." 

Hamilton has been in the business for 



Chuck Hamilton 


Photos and text by Marilyn Fisher „ 


11 years, starting out as the operator of 
a branch office for his uncle's bail bonds 
company in Bakersfield and then gradually 
starting his own business. 

A bail bonds firm is not something to 
be started on a shoestring. "You have to 
have collateral to back you," he says. "I 
didn't have it at first so I went in with 
my uncle. Then you gradually start to 
build up a reserve with an insurance com¬ 
pany." 

The finances of bail bonds works like 
this: law enforcement, using a standard 
table, establishes the bail for the alleged 
crime. Let's say it's $10,000. For 10% of 
that, or $1000, a bail bondsman will come 
to the jail and post a "bond" that theore¬ 
tically insures that the defendant will 
show up in court on the appointed date. 

But on top of the $1000 paid directly to 
the bondsman, someone must post collateral 
for the entire $10,000. That can be in the 
form of a pink slip to a vehicle, a deed on 
a house or property, jewelry or whatever 
else the bondsman is willing to accept. 
Usually it's a family member or close 
friend that will put up the collateral to 
get someone "sprung." 

Everything sails along smoothly as long 
as the defendant continues to show up for 
all court appearances. The trouble begins 
if the suspect "rabbits"; that's jumping 
bail, or in legal parlance "failure to ap¬ 
pear". At that point, the car, the house, 
or whatever are lost. But the bondsman 
still has his neck on the line with his in¬ 
surance company, and he must go into action 
to see that the wayward defendant is caught. 

"Sure, you sometimes get the ones that 
take off," says Hamilton. "That's when the 
fun begins." Some bondsmen do the hunting 
themselves but most use what's known as a' 
skip chaser, 

"First you're notified by the court 
that there's been a forfeiture and then 
you need a whole slug of legal documents 
before you can actually go get the guy." 

The powers of a bail bondsman or his 
agent - the skip chaser - are awesome. They 
far exceed the legal restraints placed on 
law enforcement officers; all because the 
defendant is assumed to have qiven up all 
his rights at the moment he failed to show 
up for court as promised, 

(continued on p.ll) 
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Says Hamilton: "I can break and enter; 

I don't need a search warrant; I don't need 
to extradite anyone to bring him across 
state lines; I can do anything to render 
that man under my control." 

While the powers are sweeping, Hamilton 
sees little dramatic action locally. "That's 
glorified a lot on TV shows like "The Fall 
Guy" and in movies like 'The Hunter' with 
Steve McQueen," he says. While he likes 
to protect his investments, Hamilton believ¬ 
es in protecting himself, too. He leaves 
the beat-'em-up, shoot-'em-up stuff to pro¬ 
fessional skip chasers, "I use a guy in 
Lancaster," he says. "His motto is 'You 
bail 'em, I'll nail 'em." 

Hamilton has picked up some locals who 
have "rabbited" on him and in a few cases 
he's gone farther. "I went to Utah after 
a guy once. I never found him and it turns 
out he committed suicide the day after we 
were there." 

A cardinal rule of skip chasing is let¬ 
ting local law enforcement know what's hap¬ 
pening so the chaser doesn't end up arrest¬ 
ed for assault. "I always talk to the po¬ 
lice department or the sheriff's office be¬ 
fore I nab somebody, and they accompany me," 
he says. The officers are not allowed to 
actually assist in the taking of the suspect, 
but they can stand by to keep the peace. 

Careful detective work plays more of a 
role than flashy chases. "I keep a package 
of all paperwork on each person I bail," 
says Hamilton. ''I take a background applica¬ 
tion that lists physical descriptions, 
friends, relatives and all their addresses 
plus where they work and live. And I take 
a picture of each one. Then if somebody 
runs, all I do is call up my skip chaser and 
send him the package." Sometimes the best 
clues come from the same people who helped 
the suspect to start with. After all, they 
have a great deal of money or possessions 
on the line and don't want to lose them. 
"People will often contact you," says Hamil¬ 
ton. "If a co-signer knows the guy is head¬ 
ing out, he calls." 

Hamilton admits he's been left holding 
the bag a few times. "Once someone skipped 
and left me with a pickup truck with a brand 
new engine, but I can only sell it for the 
money I had into the case." In this in¬ 
stance it was only $65. "There have been 
times when I wished people had skipped be¬ 
cause I would have liked to keep the colla¬ 
teral," says Hamilton. "There was a deer 
rifle that was pretty nice... I was hoping 
he (the owner) wouldn't show, but he did." 



Hamilton takes a snap for the record. 


And Hamilton also hears his share of 
hard luck stories. "People come to you 
sometime and you want to believe them," he 
says, wincing at the memory of incidents 
he'd just as soon forget. "This one guy 
came to me and told me his wife was in jail 
and she was pregnant. He said his car ran 
out of gas just around the corner from my 
place. He had the $50 cash for the $500 
bail bond and he gives me the pink slip to 
his car. We go up to Mammoth to bail out 
his wife, and it turns out she wasn't preg¬ 
nant, she was just fat!" 

"Well, they took off and she didn't 
make her appearance. I had the pink slip 
and go look at this car and it's just an 
old wreck... it wouldn't run; there was no 
windsheild. I ended up selling if for junk 
for $25." 

So Hamilton has learned to look more 
carefully before accepting collateral. And 
in most cases, now, he stays away from ma¬ 
terial property whenever possible and takes 
"paper" like grant deeds instead. He says 
they just take up less space and usually 
mean less trouble. 

Hamilton says he's also had people go 
into epileptic seizures while bailing them 
out, and one guy cried all the way from 
Independence jail to Bishop. 

While each of Hamilton's cases are just 
a little different, he says one thing re¬ 
mains constant: 

"They've all been innocent," he says 
with a grin. "Not one quy in the eleven 
years I've been doing this has ever admitted 
he's guilty. That's probably over 1000 peo¬ 
ple and not one has ever said 'I did it'." ■ 
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FORUM,■ 

vour view- 



The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 
lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 313 . Independence, California 93526. 


EDITORIAL OPINION - GROW OR DIE 

News-Letter has dealt with the issue 
of growth in the Valley on a number of 
different occasions. It's a topic that 
calls for balanced thought and emotions 
but seldom receives as much. Being the 
core of existence, growth comes back 
again and again to demand our attention 
until we indeed grow or die. 

Living in Independence, the town and 
Valley mean a great deal to many of us. 

But Independence is dying and will continue 
to do so unless an input of energy revi¬ 
talizes the town. I would like to see 
our town start growing again and believe 
it can happen if some effort is made. 

You hear some say they like the smaller 
town, but those people only hope to hold 
on to what they have and are unwilling 
to make the sacrifice necessary to grow. 
Shouldn't there be more to our little town? 

As the county seat of Inyo, Independ¬ 
ence should be the hub of activity, drawing 
to it people and varied forms of business, 
but we continue to lose people and with 
them a failure as a community. News-Letter 
has mentioned some recent exceptions to 
this dying pattern, but the fact of the 
matter is that more needs to be done. 

DWP has rightly been criticized for not 
encouraging any sort of growth in the 
Valley, and the negative growth we see in 
Independence can be directly traced to 
them. But there's another source of energy 
drain and many of us saw it at work at a 
public hearing some weeks ago. Our own 



Planning Commission can not see ahead of 
their own greed to promote growth in 
Independence or the County at large. It's 
unfortunate, for Independence could use 
some vigorous encouragement from the 
Planning Commissioners and Planning Depart¬ 
ment to reverse the negative growth of the 
last decade. We aren't getting it! 

I want to see the trend reversed. I 
would like to continue living in Independ¬ 
ence but how can County officials expect 
young and middle age people in the working 
prime of their life to continue to live 
and work in a town like Independence with¬ 
out every effort made to see that they 
can build their homes and businesses and 
see their dreams come to fruition. When 
government becomes such a negative force, 
it's no wonder that people have sold out 
and moved away. 

Jackson Pound 

Independence 
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A protest of the draft registration law 
and right to free speech will be heard by 
the Supreme Court. With their hearing aids 
turned off. 

Congressmen complain about our trying 
to influence other governments. They 
could also complain about other governments 
trying to influence ours. 

Omie Mairs sez: When congress closes 
a tax loophole, it is just filling in a 
hole it had previously dug. 

Service is out of style at gas stations. 
Prices are in style. 

Robots may soon be patrolling prisons. 
Prisoners will soon be counterfeiting 
screwdrivers instead of knives. 

Religious retirement plans to be invest¬ 
igated. Are they going to investigate the 
claim of golden streets or the pearly gates? 

Wife accuses husband of falling in love 
with his computer. It was "love at first 
byte." 

Everybody should have equality in edu¬ 
cation. Morons deserve good grades also. 

Mondale says he's real choosey in pick¬ 
ing a Vice President. Don't know why; 

Carter wasn't. 

Supreme Court to weigh study of "un¬ 
safe execution of criminals". A safe 
execution would be to hang them with a 
rubber band. 

Regrowth of human body parts seen as 
possible by scientists. Hurry up before 
its too late! 

The United Secretary General visits 
Washington to review U.S. - Soviet relation. 
It will be like reviewing an X-rated movie. 

Lawyers will try to stop Florida's 
first double execution since 1976. No 
profit for lawyers after the gas chamber. 

A weapons expert says the Soviets may 
have more nuclear warheads than we have. 


Rockefeller has more mcney than J.Paul Get¬ 
ty, but neither are worried about money. 

U.S. fears Indian bingo will fall prey 
to mobsters. Indians fear it will fall 
prey to the bureaucrats. 

The role of salt in high blood pres¬ 
sure now questioned. Millions who were 
denied salt are not getting theirs under¬ 
ground. 

Pope John Paul says sex should not be 
used as a pleasure, but only for creation. 
When you have sex, be sure and turn off 
the pleasure switch. 

Not one tax-shelter case tried in tax 
court has ever ended in a loss for the 
government. None has ever ended in a 
gain either. 

Shorter income tax forms gaining popu¬ 
larity. Shorter forms to pay longer taxes. 

In the Virgin Islands, job outlooks for 
graduates is bleak. No big demand for 
Virgins any mere. 

A study shows that most wives of top 
business executives are in stable, satis¬ 
fying marriages. Executives keep their 
wives in a stable where the Nags belong. 

Supporters hope Jackson can get Cuba 
talking. Most of us wish Castro would 
shut his big mouth. 

Mondale's suite in a San Francisco hotel 
rents for $1200 a night. In this kind of 
surroundings he can better contemplate on 
all the poor people Reagan is screwing. 

Spains' Monarch calls for peace. Peace 
is always called, but seldom comes. 

Speaking of hair, I was in the Last 
Chance Saloon having some hair from the 
dog that bit me, when I first met Benett 
Kessler. That's the reason I gave up 
drinking. 
































Benett 

Kessler 


GHOST BUSTERS?/ A NEW RESTAURANT IN LONE PINE/ 
BAD PR FOR DWP/ LOST CONCERNS/ HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
MR. WOLF/ BACK TO SCHOOL FOR ZIBA! 


Ghost-Busters in Olancha? That's what 
we hear. Seems things that go bump in the 
night decided to move into a Lone Pine 
house. The human inhabitants of the house 
apparently had mixed feelings about moving 
objects and strange drafts. We hear they 
thought about calling on some people in 
Olancha to clean house, so to speak. 

Apparently it only took a mention... no 
more weird happenings after that. 

*** 

Speaking of Lone Pine... keep your eyes 
open for a new restaurant! Russ and Marise 
Monroe plan to open a Mexican restaurant 
next door to Last Chance. According to 
those who have tasted her creations, Marise 
has a genius for food. 

*** 

And City of Los Angeles officials have 
a genius for making DWP look bad. They re¬ 
fused to let us see a survey supposed to be 
conducted on Mono Lake this summer. We 
heard the survey is designed to undermine 
efforts to save Mono Lake. DWP's air of 
secrecty over the survey seems to support 
that fear. 

And weak attempts to discredit a public 
broadcast system program on water didn't 
help DWP either. Some of you have seen 
"Water, Wealth, and Power." In fact, some 
local people are in the program that deals 
with water problems here and all over the 
State. L.A. Water and Power Commissioner 
Jack Leeney tried to refute statements 
made in the show by writing a letter to TV 
station KCET where the program was aired. 
But how impressed can KCET be... DWP offi¬ 
cials tried to squelch part of the show 
right from the start. 

*** 

We heard about a tragic slip-up right 
here in Inyo. Seems a man was arrested 
here and sent down to Los Angeles to an- 
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swer to a warrant there. His car and dog 
were held in Inyo. The man hitch-hiked 
back to get his dog. The car was apparent¬ 
ly broken down. But when he got here, the 
man discovered Inyo County had destroyed 
his dog. 

Sometimes bureaucracies lose human 
concern. 

*** 

And a happy birthday to world-renowned 
philospher, Merrell Wolf. He lives in the 
mountains above Lone Pine and celebrated 
his 97th birthday. Many... from all walks 
of life... have sought the counsel of Wolf 
over the years. Several well-known actors, 
Burgess Meredith among them, have paid 
regular visits to the sagacious Wolf. And 
the years haven't slowed him down. You 
can see him travelling around the Valley 
regularly. 

*** 

A local news reporter will head back to 
school. Ziba Rashidian, reporter for Chal- 
fant Press, has plans to get her Masters 
Degree in creative writing at National 
University in Washington, D.C. Ziba start¬ 
ed out on the Bishop beat but moved to 
Mammoth where she covered Mono politics. 

A perceptive gal with an analytical eye 
toward the goings on in the Courthouse. 

*** 

Speaking of Courthouses... check out 
stories in other parts of the News-Letter. 
Some shake-ups in at least one department. 

*** 


...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 





















Advertising in the Town Billboard is 
free of charge - printed as a public ser¬ 
vice. If you have an announcement or 
something to sell, mail your ad to P.O.Box 
313 or call 878-2508. Please be brief and 
one ad per person. 


For Sale: Large roll of unused black 
plastic - .006" thick and 40 ft x 100ft. 
If you can use it, make an offer. Call 
878-2508 for more information. 


Go swimming at the Owens Valley School 
swimming pool. Hours are Tuesday thru 
Sunday from 12-1 for adults, 1-4 for 
everyone and 5-7 for everyone. Cost is 
$1.00 for adults and 50<£ for the kids in 
the afternoon. 


Library hours at the Independence 
Library located in the Courthouse are as 
follows: Monday from 12-4, Wednesday from 
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6-9 in the evening and Thursday 12-4 in the 
afternoon. Support your local library! 


Museum hours at the Eastern California 
Museum in Independence are as follows: 

Mon - Tues: 10-4; Closed on Wednesday; 
Thurs - Sat: 10-4; Sunday: 12-5. 


For Sale: Heavy Duty steel pipe rack 
for late model GMC or Chevy pick-up (long 
bed) - $150.00. 

1/2H Dayton Variable Speed 
electric motor - 3 phase/220V - $200.00. 
Call 878-2508 for more details. ■ 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN 
TOOP 


(Highway 395) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 


For reservations call 878-2221 


The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
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All correspondence, including letters to 
the editor, should be mailed to P,0. Box 313, 
Independence, California 93526. 


15 












































Photos by Kathy Barnes 


Kathy Barnes is a professional photographer, 
living and working in Independence where her 
husband, Michael, built a studio/gallery, darkroom 
and living quarters at a location across from the 
American Legion Hall on Edwards Street. 

Photography has been Kathy's hobby all her 
life, and she decided to turn it into a business 
when there was more equipment than a hobby could 
support. Kathy and Michael (as an assistant and 
frame maker) hope to do enough portrait and copy 
work to finance her art photography... something 
they spent the month of June working at in Nevada. 

Pictured are two examples of Kathy's photo 
collection of which others are attractively dis¬ 
played at their residence/studio/gallery. ■ 
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